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UNIT 4

The convention adjourned on September 17, 1787, with 39
of the 55 delegates signing the new document. The fight
for ratification has begun. The Constitution would take
effect once it was approved by nine of the thirteen state
Legislatures.

The battle was a bitter one. The Federalists supported
the Constitution. Leading Federalists Hamilton, Jay, and
Madison published the Federalist Papers. These papers
were essential in convincing people that the Constitution
was of value. The Anti- Federalists fought against the
Constitution but were not successful.

On June 21, 1788, the Constitution took effect when
New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify it. The
remaining four states joined by 1790. The Federalists
and Anti-Federalists continued their battle over the
Constitution and became two separate political forces
under the new government.

On January 7, 1789, the United States, having recently
adopted its Constitution, held its first presidential election.
Only white men who owned property voted. They choose
electors who, in turn, voted for the candidates. As it did
in 1789, the United States still uses the Electoral College
system established by the U.S. Constitution.

Our First President

As expected, George Washington won the election
and was sworn into office on April 30, 1789, as the
first president of the United States and the “Father of
Our Country.” Washington was a Virginia landowner
who had led the patriotic forces in the war against the
British. His accomplishments matched his popularity.
g Washington was a delegate to both Con-
tinental Congresses. He was unanimous-
ly named both as commander-in-chief of
the Continental Army during the Revolu-
> tionary War and as president of the Con-
stitutional Convention that drafted the
Constitution.

Washington finished first with 69 votes, followed by his
fellow Federalist John Adams of Massachusetts, whose
34 votes propelled him into the vice presidency. (Before
the ratification of the 12th Amendment in 1804, the can-
didate who received the most electoral votes became
president while the runner-up became vice president.)

7 George
Washington

Citizenship and Becoming President

The
envisioned a president born in the good, old United
States of America. In Article 2, Section 1, they wrote

members of the Constitutional Convention

that “No person except a natural-born citizen... shall
be eligible to the office of president.” The convention
delegates did not want to take the chance of a foreign
country sending someone to run for our highest political
office. Immigrants can become citizens, thus becoming
naturalized citizens. But naturalized citizens cannot
become president; only natural-born citizens are eligible.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

PART 3 Page 9

QUESTIONS

TRUE OR FALSE? Write a T or F in the space provided.

1. Six states had to approve the Constitution before
it was effective.

2. The Federalists were against the Constitution.

3. The authors of the Constitution wrote a document
that was easily adapted to change.

4. The small states wanted each state to have the
same number of representatives.

5. The Constitutional Convention adopted the
Virginia Plan.

6. Fortunately, the Constitution outlawed slavery.

7. The Electoral College showed that the Constitu-
tional Convention trusted the people.

8. The New Jersey Plan suggested only one house
of Congress.

9. The New Jersey Plan favored the small states and
the Virginia Plan favored the large states.

10. Each state gets the same number of votes in the
Electoral College.

_ 1. Article 2 of the U.S. Constitution
provision that only “natural-born”
eligible to become president.

12. Immigrants can become citizens.

includes a
citizens are

MATCH THE PERSON TO THE STATEMENT. Write
the letter of the statement that matches the person.

a. First Vice President  b. Submitted Virginia Plan
c. NY Delegate & Federalist d. Financier of the Revolution

e. “Smelt a Rat” f. Oldest Delegate at Convention

SHORTANSWER / FILL IN THE BLANKS
1. Write a definition of democracy.

2. Number of the amendment that changed the way we
elect U.S. senators.

3. Name three of the original 13 colonies.

4. The Constitutional Convention adjourned on what
date?

5. How many states had to ratify the Constitution before
it went into effect?
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LEARNING AID

TIMELINE OF CONSTITUTIONAL EVENTS

Page 11

Listed below is a sampling of the events that led to America’sindependence and the adoption
of a new constitution. You will find the years and the significant events that happened
during that time.

CONFEDERATION

2 i g prei
Pprrervar Unitox ™

England decides on a program of taxation and control of the colonies. The
American colonists begin organized protests against British rule. Patriotic groups
such as the Sons of Liberty are formed. Laws such as the Quartering Act, Stamp
Act, and Sugar Act anger the colonists, who are forced to pay unjust taxes and
provide supplies to British troops.

Colonists reduce their boycott of British goods when they withdraw all of the
Townshend Act, except the tax on tea. Boston Massacre (March 5, 1770) occurs
when an angry crowd of citizens surrounds a group of soldiers, causing them to

‘| open fire. With the American colonists and merchants still angry over British tax

policies, an uprising called the Boston Tea Party occurs (December 16, 1773).

In response to the Boston Tea Party, the Parliament passes several acts to
punish Massachusetts. Twelve of the 13 colonies name delegates to The First
Continental Congress. On September 5", they convene at Carpenters Hall in
Philadelphia to deal with Britain’s actions.

When the Americans learn the British plan to seize their guns and ammunition,
Paul Revere is sent to alert the countryside and gather the Minutemen. An
unidentified shot triggers the Battle at Lexington. This starts the American
Revolution and also leads to another famous battle, Bunker Hill. In May, the
Second Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia.

On July 4th, The Second Continental Congress adopts the Declaration of
Independence (written by Thomas Jefferson and committee). The Declaration was
debated by 56 courageous men and signed at Independence Hall. A few days later,

| church bells are rung across Philadelphia to call people to the first public reading of

the Declaration.

After considerable debate and alteration, the Articles of Confederation were
adopted by the Continental Congress on November 15, 1777. However, the
document was not fully ratified by the states until March 1, 1781. This document
served as the United States’ first constitution. In October of 1781, British forces
surrender at Yorktown.

On May 14th, 1787, The Constitutional Convention met in Philadelphia. Here the
delegates reviewed and approved the Constitution. In 1788, nine states ratified the
Constitution, and it is put into effect (the remaining four states will ratify by 1790).
America prepares to operate under this new document.

On March 4th, the new federal government is inaugurated in New York. In April, the
first House of Representatives is organized. George Washington is elected the first
president on April 6t". He is inaugurated on April 30t". On September 25, the first
10 amendments (Bill of Rights) are adopted by Congress.

QUESTIONS

PUT THE EVENTS IN ORDER. For each question group, write the numbers 1, 2, or 3, to indicate which event
happened first, second, and third.

Group 1.
Group 2.
Group 3.
Group 4.
Group 5.
Group 6.

Boston Massacre

Articles of Confederation
England sets taxation policy for colonies
Paul Revere alerts colonists
Bill of Rights adopted
Second Continental Congress meets

, Adopted Declaration of Independence

, Washington becomes president

, Boston Tea Party , Constitution ratified by nine states
, Battle of Bunker Hill ____

, First House of Representatives organized

, Constitutional Convention

, Stamp Act is law

, First Continental Congress , Declaration is read to the public

, Sons of Liberty forms
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LEARNING AID THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT CHART Page 16

THE CONSTITUTION
SETS UP. THREE BRANCHES

- - +
Article Three

Judicial Branch
interpret the laws

Article One Article Two

Legislative Branch Executive Branch
make the laws enforce the laws

¥,
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The President

The Supreme Court

435 members,
100 members,
based upon state
2 from each state .
population

Agencies that District
v. provide services: U.So d
Agencies that provide support services: ce Nat'l Security Court of courts an
Government Printing Office, The Library f | President Council, Executive all other

Office of the

of Congress, The General
Accounting Office, etc.

Appeals

President, etc.

courts

4

l The Cabinet (15 departments) '
Department of Agriculturel Department of Commerce I Department of Defense l
Department of Education l Department of Energy I PRI Of, HEmEEmE l

Securit
Department of Health and Department of Housing D . t of Interi
Human Services and Urban Development epartment ot Interior
Department of Justice l Department of Labor I Department of State l
Department of l I Department of Veterans l
Transportation DERERIETE @ f UEEE ) Affairs
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UNIT 15

Perhaps the most prolonged debate at the Constitu-
tional Convention concerned the method of selecting
the president. An early suggestion was to give this
power to Congress. But that would have destroyed the
idea of the separation of powers. How could we have
three branches of government, each checking the oth-
er if the legislative branch (the Congress) picked the
head of the executive branch (the president)?

The writers of the Constitution also weren’t ready
to give the selection of the president to the people
or the “common man.” So they wrote a compromise
into Article 2, Section 1 of the Constitution. The
compromise set up a system of electors to select the
president. These electors came to be known as the
Electoral College, but the Constitution itself does not
mention the term “Electoral College.”

This unique election method was modified by the
12th and 23'@ Amendments. Before 1961, the voters in
Washington, D.C., didn’t get to vote for the president
at all. This was not considered fair in the capital of
our country. The 23" Amendment was added in 1961,
giving three electoral votes for Washington, D.C. That
made a total of 538 electors (electoral votes for each
state equals the number of representatives plus two
for the senators). A majority of 270 or more would be
necessary to select the president. The map below
shows the distribution of the electoral votes based on
the 2010 reapportionment and will reflect additional
changes from the 2020 census.

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

Page 33

To summarize, if a candidate gets the most popular
(people) votes in the state, the “electors” will then cast
their votes the same way. All the electoral votes for the
state (except for Maine and Nebraska) will go to the
winner of the state. The writers of the Constitution also
thought that the Electoral College gave states with a
small population more equal weight in the presidential
election.

One of the problems political scientists see in the
Electoral College is that it allows a person to be elected
president who has not won the popular vote in the coun-
try. In our growing beliefs in the power and rights of de-
mocracy in our nation, that could be a problem. Because
all the electoral votes of a state go to the candidate who
wins the election in that state, whether the candidate
wins by a single vote or a million votes, it is possible to
be elected president without having the most votes.

That has not happened very often, but it did occur
in 2000 when George W. Bush became president and
again recently in the 2016 election. Donald Trump
became president even though Hillary Clinton won a
majority of the popular votes. And, because this has
happened so recently, Americans are debating the
Electoral College’s pros and cons. Since a change
in the electoral vote would require a constitutional
amendment, the change will not come quickly.
Supporters of the current system say that it has served
the nation well and forces candidates to gain broad
geographic support rather than concentrating only on
large metropolitan areas.

continued

Electoral College Membership

States impacted from the 2020 Census are shown with the change in parenthesis)

*270 (of the 53i) Electoral Votes Needed to Win
v

MA 11
RI_4]
|DE 3
[ MD 10|

Republican Favored
Toss-Up State

Electors by state = U.S.
Representatives + U.S. Senators

Ohio 17 = U.S. Representatives 15 +
U.S. Senators 2




LEARNING AID FEDERAL SECTION SELF-TEST Page 51

The following test will help you prepare for your final Constitution test. It has questions similar to ones you will
find on your final. It is suggested you write your answers on a piece of paper so you can take the test multiple
times. You will find the correct answers at the bottom of Page 53.

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Write the letter of the correct answer in the space provided.

1.

2.

o vk w

~

The president may serve how many terms? a.1 b.2 ¢ 3 d.4

What is NOT a rule of the flag code?
a. worn flags should be thrown in trash c. should be displayed on national holidays
b. should be in the front of a parade d. exact likeness should not be used in ads

How many amendments have been added to the Constitution? a. 10 b.21 ¢. 27 d. 4
How many years is the president’s term of office? a.2 b. 4 c.6 d.9
What is the age requirement to become president? a.18 b.21 ¢. 35 d.45

After a bill has gone through both houses of Congress successfully, it is sent to:
a. the President c. the Speaker of the House
b. the States d. the Supreme Court

Which amendment gave women who are citizens the right to vote in all elections?
a. 17th b. 19th c.22nd d. 27th
How many U.S. senators come from each state? a. 1 b. 2 c.3 d. 4

Each state receives at least __representative(s) in the U.S. House of Representatives.

a. 1 b. 2 c.3 d. 4

Who may veto a bill proposed by Congress?
a. the President of the United States c. the Vice President
b. the Secretary of State d. all Cabinet members

The president of the Senate is:
a. the President of the United States c. the Secretary of State

b. the Speaker of the House d. the Vice President
Which of these rights is NOT an unalienable right from the Declaration of Independence?
a. liberty b. education c. pursuit of happiness d. life

The Declaration of Independence was written largely by:
a. Hamilton b. Washington c. Jefferson d. Adams

The national budget is presented annually to Congress by the:

a. the Vice President c. the Secretary of State
b. the Governors d. the President
There are how many branches of government? a.1 b. 2 c.3 d. 4

The president takes the oath of office on:
a. January 4th  b. January 20th  c. November 7th d. September 5th

In our First Amendment, which is NOT a “freedom”?

a. freedom of the press c. freedom of speech
b. freedom of employment d. freedom of religion
The vote of what group really decides who will be president?
a. Electoral College c. United Nations
b. popular vote by the people d. House of Representatives

What is described in Article 1, Section 8, of the Constitution giving Congress broad powers
to write laws about new situations?

a. war power b.insight clause c. elastic clause d. inventional clause
Which body has the power to borrow money?

a. Congress c. Executive Branch

b. Supreme Court d. State Legislatures

continued
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LEARNING AID OHIO GEOGRAPHY AND SEAL EXERCISE Page 57
e T\ L AKE. “"E R I E e | Great Seal of Ohio
— ~ i . . . . .
; W . As*‘tfé“e':;a Below is a reproduction of the official
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' Tl / Green ( | ”‘JNA’-Q«VA’ 11 Warren 1
¥ s Norwalk e Brunswick e oga Falls 4, {
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/ ¢ Kb, Medlnao t
/' Findlay 7 Tiffin § Akron e AUStlmown ,,.o’
7 O S 3 (D Bar\{:ertonu )@ “95
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> \ { S Brucpa L % o Ashland \% ®North Canton J 0\
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S { AN ) i
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. Marysville” o Y I}j I o /) P /
SN 4 "o ) ! k edie ] J
Greenvlllé gf) Ut Arl}:gror: | y; eSt\e"I"e .Newark LV“T‘]';'SCB . kb’m L"Jf Martms Ferry
H roy ‘ o Lu:ét ( Aulditelys t N ‘
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( Englewood \ | Helghts : \U% :d f[c°|umbus chkeye t\r; &, Senecaville ;\‘
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Izat’t':;:g &« Xenia k3  eLancaster % p Research the “Great Seal” and answer
S MR e, O, A %, - the following questions:
Middletown, - {Cassar Creek | Washington [ N LIAEN y
Seon . Court House_) ) Q / 1. How many sunrays are on the seal
“a‘“ Lebanon gt Umingtap N\ ks % \\J\ AeliE ) 4
{ e Chillicothe ) Athensgﬁ e i and why?
/ . UL Ha ocking \ P
_J Hillshoro® St e ) o) b -
Warrtre Walstons S ) OHIO 2. What is the crop shown and what
O\ AR o@% ] does it represent?
I ) N\
¢ ¢/ | The17th state
A - Ga"“”"s‘i/ \ March 1, 1803 | 3. What do the 17 arrows represent?
N e/ “The Buckeye _ .
N B NN " . | v
( \ 4. What is the name of the river on the
) * : \ State
~ ( seal?
. . L]
Ohio Facts and Statistics
Entered Union March 1, 1803 Origin of Name “Beautiful River” Current Constitution 1851
State Motto With ggd, al L things State Nickname “The Buckeye State” State Population 11,780,017
are possible
- epresentatives, olumbus, Cleveland,
Rl 15 - USRe tati Columbus, Cleveland
Representation 2 - US Senators, Land Area 44,825 square miles Top 5 Largest Cities Cincinnati, Toledo,
P 17 - Electoral votes Akron
Tourism Slogan “Find it Here"” No. of Counties 88 State Capital Columbus
State Portal ohio.gov State Tree Ohio Buckeye State Song “Beautiful Ohio”
State Flower Red Carnation State Bird Northern Cardinal State Animal White-Tailed Deer

GEOGRAPHY AND MAP EXERCISE

1. Circle the highest point in Ohio. What is the elevation?
2. On the map, identify the Ohio River (with an “O”), Lake Erie (with a “L”) and Grand Lake (with a “G.”)
3. Identify the five largest cities in Ohio by placing the numbers 1 -5 on the cities location.

4. On the map, identify all the states that border Ohio.
5. On the map, identify the location of your hometown and indicate the spot with a star.

6. Name two Ohio cities that are on the shore of Lake Erie.

7. What city hosts the state capital?

COPYRIGHT LAWS PROHIBIT REPRODUCTION



UNIT 31

In a democracy, a citizen is responsible for the government
under which he or she lives. By voting and staying informed
on the issues, he or she participates in the business of gov-
ernment. With every freedom we enjoy, there are also cor-
responding duties. We must perform these duties, such as
voting, if we expect to enjoy our freedom.

Voting is a constitutional right. Early in American history,
only white men over the age of 21 could vote. Then it took
two constitutional amendments, one in 1870 and the other
in 1920, to give Black people and women the right to vote.
Then, when Americans 18 and older were in the military
fighting in wars, people began to think that if young people
were old enough to die for their country, they were indeed
old enough to vote. In 1971, the 26th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution gave 18-year-olds the right to vote, and so did
the state of Ohio.

Primary Elections

Primaries are elections held before the general election
to elect one candidate from a specific political party
(usually Republican or Democratic) to represent that party
in the general election. Partisan means running with an
established political party. There are many political parties
in Ohio, including Democratic, Republican, Libertarian,
Reform, and U.S. Taxpayers. Nonpartisan means having
no party affiliation.

LS Voting at Age 17 ‘B

Ohio and 22 other states allow 17-year-olds to vote in
primaries if they are 18 by the November election. This
group is allowed to vote in primaries for federal and
statewide offices. Advocates say the change allows
youth to develop voting habits early, a key to ensuring
they turn into lifelong voters. Critics have questioned
whether teens are engaged enough to cast meaningful
E_Ivotes. What do you think? I_E

Primary elections are usually held the first Tuesday after
the first Monday in May in even-numbered years. In odd-
numbered years, they are held on the date provided
for by the municipal charters. Ohio was forced to add a
second primary election in August 2022. The races for
Ohio House and Senate seats were pushed back from
the regular May primary because of disagreements over
new district maps. After the Ohio Supreme Court rejected
four sets of legislative district maps as unconstitutional, a
federal court ordered the state to implement the third set
of invalidated maps for a special August primary and for
the November general election.

General Elections

The most publicized elections in Ohio are the general
elections. They are biennial elections. That is, they are
held every two years in even-numbered years. The Ohio
gubernatorial election is held every four years. Ohio
residents also vote for the President of the United States
in every other general election. The next presidential
election will be in 2024 (then 2028). President Biden will

VOTING AND ELECTIONS PART 1

Page 71

be eligible to run, as he will have served only one term of
the maximum two terms.

Recently there have been discussions for Ohio to
join the 13 states that have made Election Day a holiday.
Experts have said that the United States has a low
voter turnout because elections are held on a work day,
imposing a significant burden on students and hourly
workers who cannot take time off to vote.

Other Types of Ohio Elections

Other types of Ohio elections include judicial, township,
municipal, school, village, park district, and some other
miscellaneous elections. Many of these occur on the
same schedule as the state and federal elections. The
dates are established by law. Watch your media sources
for elections that may be affecting your local area.

election when held in Ohio

Primary first Tuesday after the first Monday in May (in

Elections 2022, a second primary was added in August
because of disagreements over district maps
from the 2020 census)

General first Tuesday after the first Monday in

Elections November

Presidential first Tuesday after the first Monday in March

Primary Election | of each presidential election year

Special Elections | first Tuesday after the first Monday in August

Voting Options in Ohio

There are three voting options in Ohio:

1.  Vote-by-Mail: You can vote before Election Day
by applying for a vote-by-mail ballot. Military and
overseas voters can also vote this way. This is also
called “absentee voting” and allows voters to cast
their vote without going to their official polling place
on Election Day.

2. Vote Early In-Person: Anyone registered to vote can
come to their county’s board of elections office and
vote at the scheduled times. You will need to provide
one of the acceptable forms of identification.

3. Vote on Election Day: Anyone registered to vote
in Ohio can vote at their assigned polling location
between 6:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. You will need to
provide one of the acceptable forms of identification.

Voting Requirements

In Ohio, like any state, a citizen must obey the election
laws. They also must meet the requirements that have
been set up by those laws. You can vote if you are:

. at least 18 years old on Election Day for general
elections (see note regarding voting at age 17)

« a resident of Ohio for at least 30 days before the
election

« a United States citizen

« notin prison for a felony conviction

« not declared incompetent for voting purposes by a
probate court

« not claiming the right to vote in another state
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